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Krueger: Redistricting fix ‘too weak to work’

by Casey Seiler

March 5, 2012

Sen. Liz Krueger, a member of the Democratic conference’s grownups caucus, just released a statement raining derision on the near-term matter of the revised legislative maps from LATFOR and the more long-term issue of the proposed constitutional fix as laid out in Friday’s TU.

Here’s her statement:

    Last night and this morning brought news of troubling new developments in New York’s state legislative redistricting saga.

    News that a new set of state legislative district lines went to bill drafting last night and could be voted on as early as Monday is deeply disturbing. Despite reportedly sending new lines to bill drafting, as of this afternoon LATFOR has published no new maps for New Yorkers to review.

    The legislature is required to wait three days before passing newly-introduced legislation precisely so New Yorkers have a chance to see what their politicians are up to before the bills become laws. By suggesting a Monday vote is possible without even publishing the maps, the legislative majorities are making a mockery of the legislative process.

    The reports I have heard of a deal on a constitutional amendment make two things clear: the proposed amendment is too weak to work, and New York’s voters would have to accept ten more years of hyperpartisan, racially discriminatory maps to get this too-little, too-late reform.

    If the reports are to be believed, the amendment would set up a commission appointed by politicians, and whose work could be rejected or even redrawn by the legislature. Even worse, the commission seems designed to produce deadlock. This is a recipe for failure. And for this weak deal, New York’s voters would have to accept at least ten more years of lines that blatantly disenfranchise racial minorities and make New York City and Long Island voters second-class citizens.

    Compare LATFOR’s political machinations, last-minute announcements and strategic heel-dragging to the work of Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, the special master already overseeing our congressional redistricting. Judge Mann has announced clear deadlines, has openly named the experts she will be consulting, and has articulated legitimate, explicit criteria for the maps she will produce. She has set a standard for what New Yorkers should expect in redistricting — a standard LATFOR refuses to meet.

    Newsday’s editorial board stated it perfectly: “New York could still get fair political boundaries this year, but for it to happen, the special master, the judges and Cuomo are going to have to stand tall and make the difficult, proper decisions.”
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